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The Mission Statement of the Division of Regulatory Services 

As a part of the Kentucky Agricultural Experiment Station in the UK College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment Regulatory Services is committed to service and consumer protection of Ken-
tucky citizens, businesses, and  industries. Our programs monitor and analyze feed, fertilizer, 
milk, seed, and soil and are administered using a cooperative, science-based approach.  

The Mission Statement of the Fertilizer Regulatory Program 

The mission of the fertilizer regulatory program has two parts: external and internal. 

The external mission is to administer the Kentucky fertilizer law with integrity by developing an 
environment of mutual respect between the regulated industry and the regulatory office, 
providing empathic assistance and education to the industry, and rendering fair and equitable 
regulatory decisions. The internal mission is to promote teamwork among the inspection, labor-
atory, and administrative staff to build and maintain an integrated regulatory program that is 
the best in the nation.  

Our Mission 
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Our History 

In September 1885, shortly after James Patterson, then college president,  and two Board of 
Trustees members attended a meeting in Washington, DC, the Kentucky Agriculture Experi-
ment Station was established in Fayette County.   

In 1887 Congress passed The Hatch Act.  The Hatch Act was legislation that called for every 
state to establish agriculture experiment stations as well as  establishing federal funding for 
each of those stations.   

Soon thereafter the experiment station in Fayette County officially became known as the Ken-
tucky Agricultural Experiment Station.   

Less than a year later the Kentucky General Assembly enacted a law to protect “the agricultur-
ist in purchase and use” of fertilizer, and with that, the director of the Kentucky Agricultural 
Experiment Station was officially assigned full administrative duties of that law. The Station 
was charged with the responsibilities of  administering the responsibilities of the newly passed 
Fertilizer Law, the station became responsible for registering, reviewing labeling, and analyz-
ing samples of fertilizer in the state. 

In 1910 the Kentucky Agricultural Experiment Station became a part of the College of  
Agriculture of the University of Kentucky.  More regulatory responsibilities were assigned to 
the station as the next years went by ,and by 1918 the Experiment  
Station was regulating fertilizers, livestock feed, and seed.   

Today, as the Division of Regulatory Services, we are a part of the University of Kentucky’s Col-
lege of Food, Agriculture and Environment, and we continue to  work on behalf of the citizens 
of Kentucky.  We administer several state laws that regulate fertilizer, feed, seed and the mar-
keting of raw milk; we also operate two service programs for testing seed and soil. 

The Fertilizer Regulatory Program of the Division of Regulatory Services continues to adminis-
ter the Kentucky Fertilizer Law.  We register more than 5500 fertilizer products, and license 
nearly 200 fertilizer blenders, and are constantly registering and working with new companies 
and products. 

We have a team of eight inspectors  across the state who take approximately 3,000 fertilizer 
each year.  Our labs test those samples to ensure that the product is our consumers are re-
ceiving the product that they are guaranteed. 

Our goal is to do this with integrity and respect for both the industry and our 
consumers. 
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If you are a new company interested in selling fertilizer in Kentucky, you need to first register your 
product.   

When registering fertilizer product, you should use the applicable registration form, send it, along 
with labels for the product you wish to register, to our offices.  Each label will be reviewed, and if ap-
proved, you will be assigned a company number and invoiced if any fees are due.   

Forms to register products are Forms 1, 3 and 4. If the product you want to register is used exclusively 
on agricultural crops, use form 1.  If your product directions for use indicate more than agricultural 
crops, you will use either a form 3 or form 4.  Choose a form three if the smallest size product you sell 
is less than 10 pounds.  If greater than 10 pounds, use form 4.  If you have product both under and 
over 10 pounds, use form 3 and include all packaging sizes there.  Regardless of the form you use, be 
sure to list all sizes of packaging that the product is sold in.  Each product is registered only once, re-
gardless of how many different package sizes the product is sold in. 

If you sell product in package sizes greater than 10 pounds you will be required to report tonnage 
quarterly. 

Once registered, you will be able to apply for any new product registration  using the same method, or 
using our online portal. 

If you are a fertilizer blender, you must apply for a license for each blender location.  While you are 
not required to register each blend that is created at these locations, all materials that you plan to use 
in the blending process should be registered (see product information above).  To license a farm  or 
specialty blender you will use a Form 2.  Tonnage reports will be required  quarterly for blenders. 

If you are a distributor of custom mixed specialty fertilizers for home lawns, golf courses, recreational 
areas, or other non farm areas, you must also apply for licensing.   You will use Form 5 to register each 

location.  Tonnage reports will be required quarterly. 

The registration of products or licensing of blenders runs a calendar year, January through December, 
and will need to be renewed every year.  Our fertilizer applications can be found on our website under 
Application Forms and  Instructions.  

Registering to Sell Fertilizer in Kentucky 
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Every fertilizer sold in Kentucky should be labeled on the packaging, or, if a 
bulk blended product, should list the grade and materials use in the blend 
on the invoice. 

Each label is required at minimum to have the following five items clearly 
listed on it: 

 The name of the product

 The grade of the product

 A guaranteed analysis

 The weight of the product

 The name and address of the company responsible for the product.

An example of this simple label would look something like this: 

Labeling 

My Flower Fertilizer 

10-10-10 

Total Nitrogen  (N)……...…...10.0% 

Available Phosphate (P2O5) …...10.0% 

Soluble Potash (K2O)………….10.0% 

Company Name 

Street Address 

City, State Zip  

50 lb 
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Much more may be included on a label.  You may include a derivative state-
ment, directions for use, as well as other information you might choose to in-
clude.  A more involved label may look like this: 

Label above is adapted from the AAPFCO label guide 2019.  More information 
regarding labeling requirements can be found on our website under Labeling 
Requirements. 

Labeling 
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Labeling 

Items to note regarding labels: 

Grades should be expressed in whole numbers only, unless the grade is less 
than 1%.  Example:  3-2-5, .05—.05—.05, 1—.5—1 are acceptable, 3.2-2-4 is 
not. 

The only exception to this are products used exclusively for hydroponic sys-
tems. 

Only the NPK values should be in the grade 10-10-10 is acceptable, 10-10-10-
5S is not. 

Guaranteed analysis 

 When guaranteeing nutrients in a product, the NPK values should be listed
first

 Secondary nutrients should fall under the NPK values, in alphabetical order

 Micronutrients should fall under secondary nutrients, in alphabetical order

The minimum percentages of  secondary and micronutrients accepted for reg-
istration in Kentucky are as follows: 

Element Percent 

Calcium (Ca) 1.0000 

Magnesium (Mg) 0.5000 

Sulfur (S) 1.0000 

Boron (B) 0.0200 

Chlorine (Cl) 0.1000 

Cobalt (Co) 0.0005 

Copper (Cu) 0.0500 

Iron (Fe) 0.1000 

Manganese (Mn) 0.0500 

Molybdenum (Mo) 0.0005 

Sodium (Na) 0.1000 

Zinc (Zn) 0.0500 
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Registration and Tonnage Using USA Plants 

A listing of companies currently registered to sell fertilizer in Kentucky is available on 
our website.  You can find that under the heading labeled Current Registrants. 

It is important to note, if you sell fertilizer to a company that is not on the Current 
Registrants list, you still must report that tonnage. 

Once your company has been approved and product registered in Kentucky, if you 
sell in packaging greater than 10 pounds, whether agricultural or specialty product, 
you will be required to file quarterly tonnage reports.  

These reports are generated in our office and emailed or mailed to companies at the 
end of each quarter.  Completed reports may be returned to us via email, post or 
fax.  We do request that you use only one way to return the report each quarter so 
that multiple copies are not received. 

Your company may report tonnage for which fees will be due.  If fees are due, the 
report will not be considered complete until those fees are received. 

You must also report tonnage that is exempt, that is tonnage that you are not re-
sponsible for any fees that might be due. 

Tonnage 

The Division of Regulatory Services uses USA Plants as our registration and tonnage 
system.  Once your company is registered, you have the option of setting up your 
company online.  If you choose to do that, you will be able to apply to register new 
product using the system as well as report tonnage there. 

Information regarding how to set up your company for an online account will be 
emailed to you when your registration has been approved.  If you are a company 
who has been registered for some time and you would like to set up your account 
online, please contact our office for information on how to do that, or, find those in-
structions on the website under Registrations/USA Plants. 

Currently Registered Companies 
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Fertilizer Sampling, Reporting, and Stop Sales 

Sampling 

Each year fertilizer samples are taken all across our state by our Inspection Staff. 
These samples include fertilizer materials,  custom blends made for farmers, and 
packaged product  offered for sale in the state.  Those samples are sent to our labs 
who then test them against their guaranteed analysis.   

Reporting 

Copies of the lab results are emailed or mailed to both the manufacturer of the 
product and the retailer that sold the product.  If the product was a blend created 
for a farmer, the farmer will also receive a copy of that report. 

Stop Sales 

The majority of the samples tested meet their analysis; however, from time to time 
a sample does not and is considered deficient.  When that occurs a stop sale is is-
sued.   

When a stop sale is issued that product cannot be sold until the Stop Sale is re-
solved.  Instructions and options for resolving stop sales are listed on the sample re-
port and on our website.   

If the deficiency is great enough, a penalty will be assessed. 

The amount of that penalty is determined from the results of a values survey sent 
out each year by our office.  Those surveys are sent to a large sampling of fertilizer 
sellers within the state requesting that they provide us with the retail prices of ferti-
lizer materials.  All of the replies to those surveys are compiled and a value is deter-
mined for fertilizer materials.  Those values are used to determine any penalty due. 

The results of the values survey are available each year on our website under the 
heading Commercial Fertilizer Values (current year).  No information regarding the 
companies surveyed  will be made available. 

If a stop sale with penalty is assessed on a product that has been sold to a consum-
er, that penalty must be reimbursed to the purchaser. 

Stop sales with or without penalties must be resolved within 90 days of the report 
date. 

A company may request a referee sample within the 90 day resolution period, and 
the results should be received in enough time to allow for the resolution of the stop 
sale within those 90 days.  Any costs incurred with the referee sample are the re-
sponsibility of the company making the request. 

Any questions regarding stop sales and deficiencies may be directed to our office. 

9



Yearly Bulletins and Publications 
Each year our office publishes an annual bulletin which contains the results 
of all of the official sample analysis that we made  during the year.  That in-
formation includes the company responsible, the product tested, and the 
sample results.  This information is public and available on our website or by 
sending a request for a hard copy to our office. 

We also publish tonnage distribution reports that are available on our web-
site or by request to our office. 

You can find both of these on our website under the heading Annual Report 
of Fertilizer Analysis. 

Contacting Our Office 
Correspondence mailed to our office should be mailed to: 

Fertilizer Regulatory Program 

103 Regulatory Services Building 

Lexington, Kentucky 40546-0275 

To contact us by phone:  859-257-2668 

To fax:  859-257-9478 

The website can be found at:  www.rs.uky.edu 

Laws and Regulations 

The text of the Kentucky Fertilizer Law and Regulations Under the Kentucky 
Fertilizer Law can be accessed on our website or by requesting a copy of 
them from our office. 
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How to File a Tonnage Report 
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How to File a Tonnage Report 
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How to File a Tonnage Report 
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Quick References for Tonnage Reporting 

Kentucky County Codes for Tonnage Reporting 
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Fertilizer Codes 
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Fertilizer Codes Continued 
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Fertilizer Codes Continued 
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Fertilizer Codes Continued 

18



Fertilizer Codes Continued 
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Reporting Tonnage in USA Plants 
Your quarterly tonnage report can be filed using USA Plants.  However, it is im-
portant to note, the report will not be listed as complete until we receive the 
front page of the report that is sent to you each quarter. 

If you report tonnage online and fees are due, you will need to send the front 
page of the report that you are sent with those fees.  Note on the form that 
tonnage was reported online. 

Zero reports are required, and can be reported online; however, a scan or copy 
of the front page of the tonnage report you are sent must be forwarded to our 
office.  Note on it that tonnage was reported online. 
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Reporting Tonnage in USA Plants 
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Reporting Tonnage in USA Plants 
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Reporting Tonnage in USA Plants 
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Reporting Tonnage in USA Plants 
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Reporting Tonnage in USA Plants 
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Notes for Reporting Tonnage 

 Tonnage reports, for those companies who must report, must be filed each quarter.

 Tonnage reports are due on the last day of the month following the end of the quar-
ter, the dates are noted on the report.

 Tonnage reports postmarked, emailed, or faxed after the delinquent date noted on
the report are considered late and require a late fee.

 Late fees are $50.00 or 10% of the total report, whichever is greater .

 The only tonnage report form now accepted is the  form containing the barcode in
the upper left quarter that is sent each quarter from our office.

 Zero reports are required, and are subject to late fee if submitted after the delin-
quent date noted on the report.

 Tonnage reports that have fees due must be accompanied by those fees in order to
be processed.

 Tonnage reports may be emailed, faxed or mailed via post.  Please file using only one
method, file only one report per quarter.

 Any report submitted using any of the methods above will be considered delinquent
after the date noted on the report, late fees are required to be submitted with delin-
quent reports.

It is important to note 

While emailing the quarterly tonnage report in is an acceptable way to file, if fees are 
due, and if those fees are sent in separately, the tonnage report will not be  
considered filed until those fees are received.  If the fees due are received after the  
delinquent date, a late fee will be assessed on the report. 

If your company does not receive a tonnage report for any quarter, contact our office to 
have a duplicate report sent. 

If you have questions or need clarification regarding filing tonnage contact our office. 
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USA Plants Registration System 

We use USA Plants for registration.  Companies registered or licensed to sell fer-
tilizer in Kentucky are assigned a USA Plants ID and a PIN.  Using those, each 
company  can set up their account to allow online access.  If you would like to 
set up your online account, but do not know your ID and/or PIN you can contact 
our office to get it. 

Any new company wishing to register fertilizer in Kentucky through our online 
portal will need a USA Plants ID.  If you have not previously registered in Ken-
tucky, but would like to use the online registration system, you may contact our 
office to request that your company be added.   

Note that, currently, we are unable to accept payment for registration (or ton-
nage) online.  However, if you wish to pay any fees due with a credit card, we will 
supply you with a credit card authorization form that you can return to our office 
as payment. 

Setting Up Your Account in USA Plants 
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Setting Up Your Account in USA Plants 
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Applying to Register New Product in USA Plants 
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Applying to Register New Product in USA Plants 
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  Applying to Register New Product in USA Plants 

If you have applied to register a product online and would like to know if the product has been re-
viewed yet, you can log into your account to see the status of the product. 

You can find the status of all products  on your account page.  A certificate cannot be printed from the 
account page, but an excel spreadsheet can be created.   

Contact our office if you want a printed product list. 

 Payments cannot be made online

 You cannot upload revised labels online, those should be emailed or sent to our office

 Renewals cannot be done  online.
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop Sale 
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop Sale 
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop 
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop Sale 
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop Sale 
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop 
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Resolving a Fertilizer Stop 

38



Resolving a Fertilizer Stop Sale 
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All of the information included in this booklet is available online at 
our website: 

http://www.rs.uky.edu/regulatory/fertilizer/ 




